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The EU International Development and 
Cooperation Results Framework, a 

corporate tool for monitoring results

Introduction

� A results framework is a tool that is used to measure
results achieved against strategic development objectives.

� EU International Development and Cooperation Results
Framework (EU RF) dual purpose:

1. Accountability - Communicate to stakeholders (e.g. tax
payers, EU Institutions) results achieved at country, sector
and corporate level.

2. Management - Provide reliable information on EuropeAid
performance to support decision making.

� EU RF is a monitoring tool and not an evaluation tool
(monitoring for evaluation).

Three - level Structure

RF will be a snapshot of EU cooperation: coverage of 
EuropeAid operations below 100%

Indicators: criteria for selection

� In line with EU development policy priorities 2014-
2020.

� Reflecting sector financial weight in EuropeAid 
portfolio 2014-2020.

� Clearly defined, measurable and fit for aggregation.

� Alignment with indicators being measured by partner 
Governments. 

� Alignment where possible with indicators being 
measured by other donors.

EU RF and programming exercise (2014-
2020)

� NIPs and MIPs indicators screened in terms of number 
(<15 per sector) and quality (checklist).

� No artificial integration of RF into NIPs/MIPs: 
identification of NIPs/MIPs indicators associated with RF 
indicators ("matching table").

� Matching indicators to be included in forthcoming 
Identification and Formulation stages.

� Indicators to contribute to mid term reviews of EU 
financing instruments (e.g. DCI, EDF).

EU RF Indicators: Examples

Development progress in partner countries
� Primary education completion rate

� Prevalence of stunting (moderate and severe) of under five

� Under-five mortality rate

EU contribution to development result in partner countries
� Number of children enrolled in primary education with EU support

� Number of women and children benefitting from nutrition related 
programme with EU support

� Number of people benefitting from legal aid programmes supported by EU

How EuropeAid is managing its organisational performance
� Quality of Action documents as assessed by Quality Support Group (QSG)

� Budget implementation (payments)

� Number of EU funded initiatives that advance gender equality.

L
e
v
e
l 
3

1
2

 i
n

d
ic

a
to

rs

L
e
v
e
l 
2

 
3

4
 i

n
d

ic
a
to

rs

L
e
v
e
l 
1

3
4

 i
n

d
ic

a
to

rs



14/09/2015

2

EU RF and the post-2015 framework

� SDG targets being finalised (SG report to be released  end 
of Nov); SDG target indicators to be agreed in the course of 
2015 at the earliest.

� Strong link between EU RF and current SDGs and related 
targets: 16 out of 17 SDGs covered by the EU RF (EU policy 
priorities).

� First review of the EU RF to take place in 2016 when SDG 
targets and indicators will be defined.

EU RF Data source & data collection

• Development progress in partner countries
International statistical database  (e.g. United Nations, 
World Bank, IMF, others)
A database will be established and updated at HQ level (DEVCO 06) with the 
latest available international data from the above sources.

• EU contribution to development result in partner countries
Partner country statistics
Projects and programmes monitoring systems
Implementing partners (Partner Governments, MS Dev. Agencies, UN 
agencies, NGOs, others) to collect and transmit results data to EuropeAid 
(regular progress reporting).

• How EuropeAid is managing its organisational performance
EuropeAid Internal monitoring systems 
(such as EAMR, CRIS based reports, others)
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Coverage

� Results reported for Projects and Programmes above 
750,000 EUR (bilateral, regional, thematic).

� Instruments covered: DCI, EDF, Stability and Peace, 
Democracy and Human rights, Nuclear safety, 
Greenland (2014-2020) and corresponding countries 
for 2007-2013*.

* First years of reporting will reflect actions from previous programming period.

To facilitate and ensure coherence in  measurement 
each RF indicator will be accompanied by a 

methodological note describing the following issues : 
relevance for EU policy, data sources, disaggregation, 

method of calculation and worked examples.

Level 2: Results Reporting

� Results reporting (level 2) based on completed projects.

� Ongoing reporting possibly to be introduced in the future 
following upgrade of internal monitoring.

� Results data consolidated into Completion Reports by EU 
operational managers in Delegations and HQ and 
transmitted to HQ services.

� HQ services to perform final quality check and 
aggregation.

Level 2: Results calculation

� Results to be reported as "partner country results 
supported by the EU" - Contribution approach.

� Overall method applied to calculate results: total of 
results achieved by EU interventions jointly with 
partners (including BS and other co-funded 
operations).

� Proportional method to be explored in the future.

Level 1: Results aggregation

� Yearly aggregation of RF indicators

� Level 1: Data aggregated across ALL countries where 
EuropeAid has ongoing interventions (approx. 100)

Example: Access to electricity (% of population 
having access to electricity) aggregated across all 
100 countries (weighted average based on 
population)
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Level 2: Results aggregation

� Level 2: Data aggregated ONLY across countries 
where EuropeAid has interventions contributing to the 
specific indicator 

Example: "Transmission/distribution lines 
upgraded (km)" aggregated only for countries 
where EU is financing the Energy sector and, 
within Energy, lines construction

Multiannual Prg
docs Indicators

(3)

EU RF Indicators 
(1)

Matching table (2)

Multiannual Prg docs 
Ind. trickle down into 

Identification and 
Formulation docs (4)

Data Sources: Partner country statistics, Projects and programmes 
monitoring systems

Implementing Partners to 
collect and transmit data to 

EU (progress and final 
reports) (6)

EU operational Managers 
to consolidate data in Results 

reporting templates (7)

EuropeAid
Annual Results 

Report 
(10)

EU RF 
indicators 

values updated 
yearly (9)

HQ Quality Assurance and 
Aggregation (8)

Monitoring (5)

Baselines and Targets

Baselines
� Level 1 – Latest available data points

� Level 2 – Baseline set at zero for 2014

� Level 3 - Latest available data points

Targets
� No corporate targets set for Level 1 and 2

� Level 3 – Targets set as indicated in EuropeAid 
Management Plan or as part of international 
commitments

EURF & Publication of results

� Once a year: publication in EuropeAid annual 
report of aggregated numbers against the 
corporate results framework (high level numbers)

� Occasionally: publication of country pages 
(more context-specific results)


